
Color Mixing Essentials
For Success inPainting 

Color is an Element of Art
Always choose a color scheme Before painting!

Red Yellow and Blue are primary Colors and
cannot be mixed! They must come from the pigment.  

Green Violet and Orange are Secondary Colors
and are made by mixing 2 primary colors

together

Yellow- Green, Blue-Green, Blue- Violet, Red-
Violet, Red- orange And Yellow- Orange are

Tertiary Colors andare made by mixing a
seconary color with a primary color

complimentary colors are colors opposite each
other  on the color wheel. Complimentary colors

make very satisfiying color schemes and are
great for landscape, like red rocks and Sky



Analogous colors are  goups of colors that
neighbors to  each other on  the color wheel. An

example of this in nature is Fall colors

Temperature is an Important and often
complicated Topice when it comes to color.  the

Green -blue- violet side of the color wheel is
traditionally the cool side and called the cool

side of the color weel and the Red- orange-
Yellow side is considered the warm side. 

COlors from both sides can be cool or warm
For example, with Brighter Day Pigments, the

Warm Red is English Vermillion and the Cool Red
is Mayan Red. This is because the warm red leans
towards the orange side of the color wheel and

the cool leans towards the more blue side. So
with yellow , Nickel Yellow is a cool Yellow and

BrillianT yellow and Cadmium yellow is more
warm and Ultramarine blue is more cool and
Cobalt blue is more warm.  if you have a warm

and a cool of each primary color in your
palette, it makes mixing much easier. It extends
the range of colors that you can achieve with

the colors that you have.



Making Your own color wheel 
is a great way to learn about color and 

a great way to learn about the pigments that you
have.  Here are some examples from Art History



MAking a grid chart with the colorS that you have creates a system for you to
remember how you can achieve colors. This is a great practice when starting out.
Colors are like the Notes on the keyboard in piano.  To get better at remembering
where they are you just have to practice! This is a great way to start! This is done

by taking a color and mixing it with another color until they meet in the middle.  
YOu can do this with every color that you have. The possibilities are infinite!



Grid Chart Template





Color wheel Template for Primary
Secondary and Tertiary COlors




